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Document title Outcome of EN ESA 1-2018 

Date of finalization 21.3.2018 

Outcome of HELCOM economic and social analyses expert network 
meeting (EN ESA 1-2018) 
 
Background 
Economic and social analyses have been developed in HELCOM under the TAPAS project in 2016 and the 
SPICE project in 2017, co-financed by the EU. TAPAS project conducted analyses of the use of marine waters 
and cost of degradation for the Baltic Sea Region. The work has continued in SPICE, with added topics on, for 
example, ecosystem services, baseline scenario and integrated assessment of activities, pressures, state and 
welfare impacts. Both TAPAS and SPICE support the Project for Developing the Second Holistic Assessment 
of Ecosystem Health in the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II), which runs from December 2014 to June 2018. HOLAS II 
assesses the overall environmental status of the Baltic Sea and its pressures, and evaluate progress in relation 
to the goals of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP). It has been developed so that it can be used by Contracting 
Parties also being EU Member States in reporting under the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), 
and can serve other policies and goals, such as UN Sustainable Development Goals. The first version of the 
State of the Baltic Sea report was released in June 2017. The results of the SPICE project are to be included 
in the update of the report in the summer 2018, and contribute to the development of regional economic 
and social analyses in the Baltic Sea. HELCOM is leading the economic and social analyses activity in the Pan 
Baltic Scope, which is an ongoing two-year project that brings together eight maritime spatial planning (MSP) 
authorities from seven HELCOM countries with the aim of developing a coherent national maritime spatial 
planning initiative in the Baltic Sea region, creating a lasting macro-regional mechanism for cross-border MSP 
cooperation. 

Guidance to the ESA work is provided by HELCOM Working groups (in particular Gear group), the HOLAS II 
core team, and through expertise from Contracting Parties through HELCOM ESA workshops.  

Aims 
The meeting was arranged in order to contribute to the development of economic and social analyses (ESA) 
in the Baltic Sea Region. More specifically, the Meeting aimed at:  

- Sharing information and discussing ongoing and future work relating to economic and social analyses, 
also including possible analyses related to the Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) 

- Discussing the description of the business-as-usual scenario (BAU) for the HELCOM GEAR meeting 
- Sharing information on past and ongoing projects related to ESA 

 
The meeting was chaired by Ms. Soile Oinonen. 

 

 
  

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/tapas
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/spice
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Outcome  
The agenda of the Meeting is contained in Annex 1. 

The Meeting was attended by nominated experts and management representatives from Denmark, Finland, 
Latvia, Poland, Russia and Sweden. The list of Meeting Participants is contained in Annex 2. 

The Meeting was chaired by Soile Oinonen, Finnish Environment Institute. Maija Holma, HELCOM Secretariat 
acted as secretary. 

Opening of the workshop 
1. The Chair opened the meeting, recalled the agenda of the day (Annex 1) and reminded about the 

overall and more specific aims of the meeting, as outlined in Document 1 and above. The Chair noted 
that the agenda item Ecosystem services and the use of Marine Waters Analysis in SPICE project 
could not be discussed due to cancelled participation of the presenter. 

Business-as-usual scenario document for HELCOM GEAR meeting 
2. The Meeting took note of the draft document on the business-as-usual scenario (BAU) for the 

upcoming GEAR meeting (document 2, presentation 1) as presented by Maija Holma, and the 
information on the declaration of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting and specifically where there are 
links to the work on ESA as presented by Monika Stankiewicz. 

a. The Meeting discussed that the SPICE deliverable on BAU would be provided as a background 
document for the GEAR meeting and that elements of the draft document [presented to the 
Meeting] will be lifted out to form a cover page for the SPICE deliverable, and that this will 
be submitted instead of the full document. The aim of the document is to initiate 
consideration to feed in to planning of a future BAU work. 

b. The Meeting proposes a planning stage regarding the future work on regional BAU, including 
gathering the needed interdisciplinary expertise.  

c. The possibility of conducting a regional analysis on the sufficiency of current measures was 
discussed, and linking the environmental assessment with the economic and social analysis 
was considered important. BAU is needed for assessing the sufficiency of measures under 
changing circumstances (e.g. the future changes in marine uses, effect of on-going and 
planned policy measures). 

d. The possibility of conducting a cost-effectiveness analysis of additional measures was 
discussed and it was decided to leave this topic for future consideration.  

e. The importance of identifying relevant policies was discussed, and the possibility of 
conducting a meta-analysis on the Baltic Sea area policies relevant for BAU development 
alongside with utilizing the existing HELCOM groups to identify relevant policies was 
considered to be useful. 

f. The Meeting proposes utilizing the recommendations developed in SPICE-project deliverable 
3.3 as the basis for planning the future work on developing regional BAU, and considers the 
deliverable 3.3 a good source for gaining a general overview on BAU development. 

g. The Meeting discussed how to use the knowledge already available in HELCOM and how to 
prepare to mobilize resources from the Contracting Parties regarding the future work on BAU 
development. 

h. The Meeting took note of the guiding principles on update of the BSAP as adopted by 
HELCOM 39-2018, noting the paragraph on the possible benefits of BAU for the update work.  
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Economic and social analyses in the Pan Baltic Scope-project: Integration of ESA into Maritime 
Spatial Planning 

3. Maija Holma presented the economic and social analyses activity within Pan Baltic Scope project 
(Presentation 2). 

a. The Network welcomed the literature review on ESA in MSP conducted as part of the 
project for comments. The Secretariat will make the document available for the network 
via correspondence as soon as it is available. 

b. The Meeting proposed to organize an ESA expert network meeting back-to-back with the 
Pan Baltic Scope workshop in November 2018. 

c. The Meeting discussed inviting national MSP experts to the next ESA expert network 
meeting, and decided to explore this further. 

Presentations by participants 
4. The Workshop took note of a presentation on the national experience on approaches for 

socioeconomic estimates based on national statistical data for ports’ and coastal tourism related 
sectors from the Latvian national assessments for the ESA of use of marine waters and the BONUS 
BalticAPP project valuation study, presented by Kristine Pakalniete.  

a. The Network considered the Latvian approach using input-output tables from the national 
statistical accounts for the ESA of use of marine waters extremely important work, and also 
noted that the input-output tables could be linked to a MSP context.  

b. BONUS BalticAPP project was considered relevant for HELCOM ESA work, and the results of 
the project are considered useful for the future regional ESA.  

c. Inviting BONUS BalticAPP project partners to ESA expert network meeting was discussed 
and The Meeting decided to explore this further for the next meeting. 
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Annex 1. Workshop Agenda 
Wednesday 14 March, Aquarium 
13:00 Words of welcome 
13:05 Re-cap on the economic and social analyses in HOLAS II update  
13:30 Roundtable: update on national ESA progress 
14:00 Business-as-usual document for HELCOM GEAR meeting 
14:45 Economic and social analyses in the Pan Baltic Scope-project: Integration of ESA into 

Maritime Spatial Planning. Ms Maija Holma 
15:00 – 15:20 Coffee break 
15:20 Information exchange on past and ongoing projects related to ESA 

• Ecosystem services and the use of Marine Waters Analysis Ms Lena Bergström 
SPICE project 

• Other presentations by participants 
• Discussion on how to utilise these projects in the future work 

16:30 HELCOM ESA network matters: Next steps and possible update of the Terms of 
Reference  

 

  



Outcome of EN ESA 1-2018 
 

  
 

  Page 5 of 5 
 

 

Annex 2. List of Participants 
Representing Name Organization Email address 
The Chair       
 Soile Oinonen Finnish Environment Institute soile.m.oinonen@ymparisto.fi 

Contracting 
Parties 

      

Denmark Asker Juul Aagren Ministry of Environment and Food 
of Denmark 

askja@mfvm.dk 

Latvia Kristine Pakalniete AKTiiVS Ltd. kristinepa@apollo.lv 
Poland Agata Święcka Ministry of Maritime Economy and 

Inland Navigation 
agata.swiecka@mgm.gov.pl  

Russia Valentina Varlashina FSBI “Center for realization of 
budget policy and support of 
Federal service activities for 
hydrometeorology and 
environmental monitoring" 

varlashina@yandex.ru 

Sweden Max Vretborn Swedish Agency for Water and 
Marine management 

max.vretborn@havochvatten.se  

HELCOM 
Secretariat 

      

 Monika Stankiewicz Executive Secretary monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi 
 Maija Holma Project Researcher (Pan Baltic 

Scope) 
maija.holma@helcom.fi 

  Jannica Haldin Professional Secretary jannica.haldin@helcom.fi  
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